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INTRODUCTION TO DATA VISUALIZATION 

1.7  STORYBOARDING 
 

Storyboarding is a valuable technique in data visualization that helps plan and 

organize the flow and structure of your visual narrative. It involves creating a 

sequence of sketches or wireframes that represent the main components, 

transitions, and interactions within your data visualization project. Here's how to 

approach storyboarding in data visualization: 

1. Define the Story:  

 Start by defining the overarching story or message you want to convey 

through your data visualization.  

 Identify the key insights, findings, or narrative arc you want to 

communicate to your audience. 

2. Identify Scenes:  

 Break down your story into logical scenes or sections.  

 Each scene represents a distinct part of your visualization that contributes 

to the overall story.  

 Consider the sequence of scenes and how they will flow coherently. 

3. Sketch Key Elements:  

 For each scene, sketch the key visual elements that will be included.  

 This can include charts, graphs, maps, text, images, or any other 

components necessary to communicate the data.  

 Focus on the core elements that convey the main point or insight. 

4. Plan Transitions:  

 Consider how you will transition between scenes or visual elements.  

 Think about how one visualization leads to another and how the story 

progresses.  

 Sketch the transitions to visualize how the audience will move from one 

piece of information to the next. 



5. Incorporate Annotations:  

 Use annotations or notes to provide additional context or explanations for 

each scene.  

 These annotations can describe the data, highlight key findings, or guide 

the audience through the visualization.  

 They serve as guiding notes for the actual development of the 

visualization. 

6. Iterate and Refine: 

 Review your storyboard and iterate as necessary.  

 Seek feedback from stakeholders or colleagues to ensure that the 

storyboard effectively conveys the intended story and aligns with the 

goals of the project. 

  Make adjustments and refinements based on the feedback received. 

 

7. Translate to Visualization: 

 Once the storyboard is finalized, use it as a guide to develop the actual 

data visualization. 

  Implement each scene, transition, and annotation from the storyboard 

into your chosen visualization tool or software. 

Storyboarding helps you visualize the structure and flow of your data 

visualization project before investing significant time and resources into 

development. 

 It allows you to plan and iterate on the narrative, ensuring that the final 

visualization effectively communicates the intended story to your audience. 

Remember that storyboarding is a flexible process, and adjustments may be 

needed as you move from the storyboard to the actual visualization. It is a 

valuable tool for organizing your thoughts, planning the narrative, and aligning 

stakeholders' expectations before diving into the detailed development process. 

 

 

 


