
Functioning of the System in PLM 

 

Short Answer Notes: 

1. Functioning of the System: 

o Process Flow: Data is input, managed, and accessed through various modules (e.g., design, 

manufacturing, and service). 

o Integration: PLM systems integrate with CAD, ERP, and other enterprise systems to streamline 

product development and lifecycle management. 

o Automation: Workflow automation in PLM ensures that tasks such as approvals and change 

management are handled efficiently. 

 

Long Answer Notes: 

1. Functioning of the System: 

o Overview: The functioning of a PLM system involves the coordinated management of product data, 

processes, and resources across the entire product lifecycle. The system is designed to streamline 

product development, improve collaboration, and ensure data integrity. 

o Process Flow: 

▪ Data Input: Product data is entered into the system through various modules, such as CAD 

for design data, ERP for material data, and SCM for supply chain information. 

▪ Data Management: Once in the system, the data is organized according to the product 

information data model. The system ensures that data is consistently updated, version-

controlled, and accessible to authorized users. 

▪ Data Access and Utilization: Different teams (e.g., design, manufacturing, service) access the 

data as needed to perform their tasks. The system provides tools for data visualization, 

analysis, and reporting, helping teams make informed decisions. 

o Integration with Other Systems: 

▪ CAD Integration: PLM systems integrate with CAD software to manage design data, ensuring 

that all design changes are tracked and updated in the product model. 

▪ ERP Integration: Integration with ERP systems allows for seamless management of materials, 

production schedules, and costs, ensuring that manufacturing processes are aligned with 

product design. 

▪ SCM Integration: Supply chain management integration helps in coordinating with suppliers 

and managing inventory, ensuring that the right components are available when needed. 

o Automation and Workflow Management: 

▪ Workflow Automation: PLM systems automate repetitive tasks, such as document approvals, 

change requests, and notifications. This reduces the time and effort required to manage 

these tasks and ensures that they are completed accurately. 



▪ Change Management: The system tracks and manages changes to product data, ensuring 

that all stakeholders are aware of the changes and that the impact of the changes is assessed 

before implementation. 

 


