UNION PARLIAMENT :
LOK SABHA AND

RAJYA SABHA

The Constituion of India vests the legislative powers of the Union in the Union
Parliament which is a bicameral legislature. The House of the People (Lok
Sabha) is the Lower House and the Council of States (Rajya Sabhal 18 the Upper House.
Legally the law-making powers are exercised by the President-in-Parliament. However,
the President is not a member of either House,

{ The Unign Parliament i a non-sovereign legislature. It exercises only those
powers which the Constitution has granted to it. It works under the Constitution. The
JPresident can use a suspensory veto gver the ordinary laws passed by the Umon
Parliament. @h’é Supreme Court of India can conduct judicial review over all laws
enacted by the Union Parliament for determining their constitutional validity. ‘The
Supreme Court can reject as wltra vires any law or any part of a law and it ceases to
operate from the date it is struck down. The Union Parliament as such is not a sovereign

legislature.‘j

UNION PARLIAMENT : SALIENT FEATURES

\/’iﬁ?)ﬂﬁn Parliament has the following salient features :
~President is not a member of the Parliament but is regarded as a part
President is not a member of either House of Parliament yet

of Parliament.[Although .
according to Article 79 of the Indian Censtitution, he is considered to be an integral part

and parcel of Union Parliament. He summons and proropues the meetings of Union

Parliament. He is not a member of either nd cannot cast his vote in either House
linment can become an nth 15

of 1 t no bill passed by the F :
a1 - JLaw-making for the Union is done by the President-in-Parliament just as
aw-making in Britain is done by the King-in-Parliament.

~Bi-Cameral Structure.(Like the legislatures of other democratic countries of
the world, Indian Pariiament 15 also a bicameral legislature, It has two Houses.
an Constitution, one House is called Rajya Sabha (the

According to Article 79 of the Indi
Council of States) and the other is called the Lok Sabha (the House of the People). The
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Lok Sabha is a directly elected, popular and powerful lower house while the Rajya Sabha
is an indirectly elected upper house. Unlike the U.S. Senate, the States of the Indailn
Union have not been given equal representation in the Rajya Sabha. The Lok Sabha is
more powerful than the Rajya Sabha since it has near exclusive control over the finances
of the State as well as over the Union Executive. :

LA Non-Sovereign Status. Unlike the British Parliament,@m Indian Parliament

is not sovereign because it can legislate only on those subjects which have been given to
it by the Constitution. If the laws - the Union Parliament are not in accordance

with the provigions ol the Constitution, these can be declared unconstitutional b 3 the
Sujireme Court)In other words, laws of the Union Parliament are subject to t B J_udrclul
feview power a’uthe Supreme Court. Union Parliament can amend the Constitation but
it cannot change the ‘Basic structure of the Indian Constitution.’ Thus, Union
Parliament is not a sovereign law-making body.

4—Powers of both the Houses are not Equal{The powers of both the Houses
of the Union Parliament are not equal. The Lok Sabha, because of it being a national
representative popular house, has heen given more powers than the Rajya Sabha., The
(ot e ! Sible to ummﬁﬁﬁ;’?’ﬁi_:m to the Rajya Sabha. Every
! : Bill can be introdue ly in the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha can only
delay the passing of such a bill by fourteen days. The Lok Sabha is the real custodian

of national finances. Even in respect of ordinary law-making the Lok Sabha has an

upper handr.])

7 Prdvision for some Nominated members in both the Houses. According to
Article 80 (i} of the Indian Constitution, President of India nominates twelve members
of the Rajva Sabha from amongst the persons who have excelled in the fields of art,
science, literature or social service. Likewise, if the President feels that the-Aselo-Indian-
Community is not adequately represented in the Lok Sabha, I_tug@iglate not_more

i

than two membDers of the Anglo-Indian Community te the Ho 15e of the People.
e Union Parliament is a powerful legislaturel The Indian Constitution

15 nw ased on the principle of separation of powers. So, th Union Parliament enjoys
not only legislative powers but also executive and judicial powers. The Union
Parliament legislates over the subjects of the Union List. the Concurrent List, and the
residuary subjects. Further{amurding to Article 75 (31 ¢! the Indian Constitution, “the
Council of Ministers shall ba collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha.” The Lok Sabha
exercises a continuous contrel over the working o[ the Council of Ministers. It can
remove the ministry by passing a vote of non-confidence npainst it or by rejecting its
budget or any law or wcy. Moreover, the members of Counei! of Ministers are also the
members of Parliament’

The Union Parliament performs electoral functicns, Itz elected MPs, alongwith
the elected members of all the State Legislative ... s iiblies constitute the electoral
‘;;{1]"33& [ﬂ:_r the Eler:ti‘nn of the President. [The memb-+ of the two Houses alect the
tﬁgﬁ:lil;ﬂlda?t of India. The Union Parliantent has the power to impeach the President,
the Bo E’ZE"} the Supreme Court and State High Courts. The Union Legislature acts as

ot o Directurs for the Public Sector Undertakings)Thus, the Union Parliament

15 a8 n“]lt-'i-f}lﬂﬂti‘:lnal and FIUWEI'TI]I institl.ltiu-n ﬂf t}[E- Indi 11 ]]u.]_it_'ilcﬂ] Eysteml
- Vice-Presgid ent

is the Chairm
i enate,

1a are slso presided over by the Vice-President.

e meetings of the Indian
e Vice-President is not a
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1per of the Rajya Sabha but acts as its Chairman and conducts its proceedings. Like
mEIB itish House of Commons and the US House of Representatives, the Indian Lok
thi]l .; 18 hpresided over by the Speaker and in his absence by the Deputy Speaker. The
o lker and the Deputy Speaker are elected by the members of the Lok Sabha ifrom
g st themselvesﬁpéaker of Lok Sabha behaves, like the British Speaker, as a
HHIF::';']cgal neutral in the House. Howeyer, unlike the British Speaker, he maintains his
. :Ilel'Elli]JS of his political party_Ale is neither as political neutral as the British
g];eaker nor as politicised leader as the US Speaker.

Thus, the Union Parliament is a non-sovereign but powerful and active
law-making body of the Union. It exercises e:{cilusive law-making POWers over the
subjects of the Union List and the Residuary sul:ger:ts_; concurrent 1:B,W-1ﬂﬂklflg pewers
over the subjects of the concurrent list and limited powers in certain special
circumstances over the subjects of the State List.

THE UPPER HOUSE OF UNION PARLIAMENT :
THE RAJYA SABHA
(THE COUNCIL OF STATES)

The Rajya Sabha, i.e., the Council of States, is the upper house of the Union
Parliament. It gives representatioli to the States of the Indian.Union. However, rnlike
the upper houses of the USA and Switzerland, the Indian States have not been given
equal representation in the Rajya Sabha. These have also been given remﬁmﬂ on
the basis of The size of their populations. y

_.--'""Fﬂ;—_ J——
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The maximum strength of the Rajya Sabha
is fixed at 250, out of which, 238 are to be
the representatives of the states and union
territories (elected indirectly) and 12 are

nominated by the president.
At present, the Rajya Sabha has 245 mem-

bers. Of these, 229 members represent the
states, 4 members represent the union terri-
tories and 12 members are nominated by the

president.



11.1.1. Rajya Sabha: Membership and Election

Rajya Sabha or the Upper House of the Parliament is a permanent body as it cannot be
dissolved. The membership of the Rajya Sabha cannot exceed 250. Out of these, the
President nominates 12 members on the basis of their excellence in literature, science, art
and social service and the rest are elected. At present its total membership is 245.

Rajya Sabha is the body representing States in Indian Union. The elected members of the
States’ Legislative Assemblies elect the members of the Rajya Sabha on the basis of
proportional representation through the single transferable vote system. But all the States
do not send equal number of members to the Rajya Sabha. Their representation is decided
on the basis of population of respective States. Thus the bigger State gets bigger
representation and the smaller ones have lesser representation. While the big State like
UP has been assigned 31 seats, the smaller states like Sikkim and Tripura send only one
member each. Delhi Assembly elects three members of Rajya Sabha and Pondichery
sends one member. Other Union Territories are not represented in the Rajya Sabha.
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Mliﬁﬂatiuns of Members. The Constitution lays down the following
qualifications for the membership of the Rajya Sabha :

_leT He must be a citizen of India. |
AbT He should be a resident of the State for a minimum of six months from which

be Iaid. down by the

*  he is seeking election.
;@ Vr _ler” He must be above the age of 30 years.
" 4d) He must possess all other qualifications as may

Parliament.
Ae) He must not hold any office of profit under the government of India or of the

State, —

~Af) He should not be insane or a hankrupt—

) He should not have been disqualifizd under any law of the Parliament.
L’Iﬁenure The Rajya Sabha is a quasi-permanent House. It is not subject to

‘{5 di%f_[mm_]jke the*Lok Sabha. One-third of its members retire wgar
I;;\\ and electiogs are held for the vacant seats. The tenure of a member of the Rajya Sabha
\ 1s six years

by
W Sessions/ The President convenes the sessions of the Rajya Sabha usually
alongwith the sessions of the Lok Sabha or whenever he feels it necessary. However,
there cannot be a gap of more than six mﬂﬂﬂlﬂﬂm—ﬁ&mw“m\_%ﬂ
Sabha. This makes the convening of atleast two sessigns in a year, a statutory
Tequirement. The President can call the Rajya Sabha into a special session for getting

T

—_—
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approved an emergency declaration at a time when the

Lok Sabha may stand dissolved.

It can also be summoned into a special session for getting approved an ordinance

seeking to extend the President’s rule in a state.

W¥I. Quorum for the meetings of Rajya Sabha. The quorum for the meetings of
Rajya Sabha is 1/10 of its members. It means that at least 1/10th of the members of the
Rﬂj}rﬂ Sﬂbhq’:l I'.EI.I.'IEE bﬂ PEEEEﬁE’fﬁ? I!,;HT!'}"I'.I'.IE D'I.I.t_‘[.:.hﬂ PI:EE_EEdinEE ﬂ{..t-'hﬁ _HU]J.EB-_

I. Privileges of Members, The members of the Rajya Sabha enjoy several
— floor of the

privileges. They enjoy unrestricted
House. No action can Be taken against them for anything said by them in the House.
Theycannat be arrested for any civil offence during and 40 days belore and after the
sesgion of the Rajva Sabha, For protecting the privileges of the membe
a special committes, the Committee of Privileges has been m exis

inception of the Rajya Sabha;)

II. Chairman of the Hajya Sahha. 'EI'he, Vice-President of India is the
ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. He is not a member of the House nor does
e exercise his vote in the House but he presides over its meetings and conducts
its proceedings. He does not participate in The debates but maintains discipline
and decorum in the House. In case of atie over any measure for legslation,
the Vice-President as Chairman of the Rajya Sabha is entitled to exer '

e a casting_
vinte,
: > _ POWERS OF THE RAJYA SABHA —

" Legislative Powers. The Rajva Sabha enjoys equal powers with the Lok

Sabha in the sphere of ordinary law-making. e mtroduced in the

Rajya Sabha and it cannof become a law unless and until the Rajya Sabha approves it.
I hotween the two Houses of Parliament over an ordinary bill, and

In case of a deadloc

if i: Eunﬂiut remains unresolved for six months, the President convenes a joint sitting
of the two Hounges for resolving the deadlock, This joint sitting is presided over by the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha If the bill is passed by the joint sitting, it 1 sent to the
President for Tis signatures. But if the deadlock is not resolved, the hill is deemed fo
havé been killed. o

L7 Financial Powers. In the financial sphere the inor role.
introduced only in the Lok Sabha. A Money Bill passed by the Lok

A Money Bill ean be . the LOK o
Sﬂbhﬂ goes fo the a Lj{?i_E[:@_Eidi&_tlﬂE.JIf Wlthirl. a ]}Eri'ﬂ'd of 14 dﬂ}TSJ thE
Rajya Sabha fails to pass the bill, the bill is taken to have been passed iy the
Parliament irraspect,iv%_g_’f_the fact that Rajva Sabha has not passed it. If the Rujya
Sabha proposes some a e < and the bill is returned to the Lok Sabha, it depends
u@:&ﬁﬂﬁ o accept or reject the proposed amendments. As such the Rajya
Sabha can only dﬂ,ﬁ?’ the passing of a Money Bill for a maximum period of 14 days.
M{'E’xecutive Powers. (The Rajya Sabha has limited role in the exercise of
axecttive powers. The Council of Ministers 15 i ible hefore the Lok
Sabha. The Lok Sabha can cause
of no-confidence. The members of the Rajya Sabha can only b
eeking information regarding their work, eriticising the policie: 'aam?-—m—ﬁ-—h—g-

rs of the House,
tence sgince the

5

the exit of the Council of Ministers by passing a vote

5
king questions and supplementary questions and by moving adjournment motions

asking lem :
Tmistars are also taken from the Rajya Eabh;’ Now the convention that the

Same of k18 0 I the Lok Sabh
~Prime Ministers always belongs to the abha has been broken. I
Dewe Gowda became a miember of the Rajya Sabha and not of t.hEnLl:ﬂ::l Ejfl?l?éi[ﬁ:l :Jll‘::]

&
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1997, Mr. Inder Kumar Gujral became the Prime Minister and he also helonged to the
Rajva Sabha, Thus now a member of Rajya Sabha can also become and T Pmr_“‘*'
Minister, provided the majority party/group in the Lok Sabha elects/adopts him as it
leader, as happened in the case of Mr. LK Gujral, :
~Constitution Amending Powers. Any amendment bill can be I:ntrndu.c-.ed in
either of the two Houses of the Parliament. If the Rajya thha_ﬁrat adopts %1: then it goes
to the Lok Sabha for approval and if the Lok Sabha passes it first thHl'I.llt goes to the
Rajya Sabha for apprm’tl]- No Constitutional ﬁ]l‘lEIl_dll'!‘lEﬂt Bill can be considered to have
been passed unless approved by both the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha. Both the
Houses of the Parliament as such enjoy co-equal powers in the sphere of

amendment-making.
ﬁ:ctﬂra] Powers. The Rajva Sabha has some electoral powers also. The
elected members of the Rajva Sabha take part in the election of thE%%ﬂcﬂndm
The members of the Rajya Sabha alongwith the members of the Lok Sabha also take
pm—m Eirggg%%:]t of India. Members of the Rajya —Sabha also elect
a Deputy CHair? Tom amongst emselves,
’mrs. The Rajya Sabha plays some rele in the exercise of some

Judicial functions :

1) The Rajya Sabha acting alongwith the Lok Sabha can impeach the President
an -rgs of violation of the Constitution.
can pass a special address for causing the removal of a judge of the Supreme
Court or High Court.
ie) The charges against the Vice-President can be levelled in the Ragya Sabha
only.
¢} The Rajya Sabha can pass resolution for the removal of some high officers like
the Attorney General of India, Comptroller and Auditor General, and the
Chief Election Commissioner.
/l_;aj In case the Lok Sabha stands dissolved, the Rajya Sabha is competent to give
approval roclamation of the President,
. The Special Powers o ajya
functions exclusively.

17) [The Power to declare a subject of State List as a subject of National
Importance)(Under Article 249, the Rajya Sabha can pass a resolution by 2/3ud
majority of its members present and voting for declaring a subject of the State Tist as a
Emjﬁ:{l. of Hational importance. Such & resolution empowers the Union Parliament also
to legislate on that subject for a period of one year. Such a resolution can be repeatedly
passed by the Rajya Sabha year after year. In other words when the Rajya Sabha passes
a resolution under Art. 249, the concerned State subject becomes a concurrent snbiect

Al

abha performs two

i) Fower inlrES_pﬂct of Creation or Abolition of an All India Service.
Art. 319 of the Constitution empowers the Rajya Sabha to ere
India Services if it adopts a resolution supported by 2/7rd
national interest. In a similar way, the Rajya EE-,H-,;]
disbanding of an existing All India Eﬁrvjr:n) '

OSITION OF THE RAJYA SABHA

The Rajya Sabha is peither an  ornamenta]l chamber like the British House of

:.r_.gr;ls nor as alssertwﬂ and powerful a second chamber as the U.S, Senate, Its position

iz somewhat mid-way between the two. It has not tended to become a pale shadow of the
— —_— e

ate ene or more new All
majority on the plea of
alone  com secure the
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Lok Sabha. Since its inception, the Rajya Sabha has always been asserting its due -
a & wherever permissible

@_here is no denying the fact that the Rajya Sabha is a weak chamher in
comparison with the Lok S ?:)E'ﬂ'm critics even call it a secondary or_spperfl
House. Even Dr. Ambedkar was suspicious regarding its utility. He was af the opinion,

cannot say thﬂt_l am very strongly prepossessed in favour of a second chamber,
However, the Constituent Assembly decided to provide for the Rajya Sabha as a Second

Chamber, a chamber designed to give representation to the units of Indian fedg‘atiﬂn

and 3 chamber designed to act as a helping as well as a checking chamber fIn the
sphere of ordinary law-making, election of President and Vice-President, impeaMment
powers and powers in respect of considering the reports of the government, the Rajya
Sabha has been given powers equal to that of the Lok Sabha. But in an overall way its
role has been made less important than the role of the Lower House. The Lok Sabha has
been given the responsibility to control the executive as well as the finances of the State.

Within the arvea of jurisdiction allotted to itgthe Rajva Sabha plays an effective role as
a second chamber of the Union Parliament.

N UTILITY OFAAJYA SABHA

Despite the fact that the Rajya Sabha is as®rak cham its place in (be
constitutional system continues to be important as a wing and Metping House o0
Union Parliament as well as an institution acting as %fin Etﬁen_m'l a1 R0

States.

The President of India nominates 12 members to the Rajya Sabha from ngst
the \persons who have mainﬁex{-ellmme in the fields of art, science, liter:tire ov
social serviee. Thus, (hjervices of able and experieneed pergons can be ulihsed by
“the ngtion by mducting fhem into the Li@ﬁ"?‘a‘l_-_]ja%ﬁfy =

.EﬂﬂJjﬂ Sabha as a guasi-permanent House is dsburce of stability, W]::E.n the Lok
Sahha stands dissolved and some urgent work, ¢.g., extensign of Dresident < yule ip 8
State or thespeed for the approval of an emergency At s

RMTWWM two-tday session of the Réjya Sabha was called for

setting approved the extension of President’s rule in Haryana. This had bem_me
necessary because of the delay that had occurred in the completion of the ellelctmn
process due to the Emst tragic and unfortunate nssassirﬁ’,n of former Prime Minister,

Mr. Rajiv Gandhi./Further, the Rajva Sabha acts as é%ﬁb' It l=gsens the
burden of the Lok\Sabha, as non-controversial bills and some ofhier Dills can be first

——

infroduced in the Rajyva Saﬁha_ It acts as a revising chamber, it plays equal role with the
Lok Sabha in the process of amendment of the Constitution and the election of the
Ft‘esident)und Viee-President, and also exercises some special powers under Articles 249
and 312

THE LOWER HOUSE OF UNION PARLIAMENT :
: THE LOK SABHA

(THE HOUSE OF THE PEOPLE)

The Lok Sabha ie. the House of the People is the lower house of the Unien

Parliament T{, represents the people of India- fti=directly elected by the people. It 1:11
powerful, dmt%:ﬁﬁﬁﬁv representative House of the Union Parliament. The Lok
! :

: i 1 it
Sabha enjoys a very strong position as a pewerful part of the Union Parliamen
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The maximum strength of the Lok Sabha is
fixed at 552. Out of this, 530 members are
to be the representatives of the states, 20
members are to be the representacives ol the
union territories and 2 members are to be
nominated by the president trom the Anglo.
Indian community”,

At present, the Lok Sabha has 545 mem-
bers. Of these, 530 members represent the
states, 13 members represent the union ter-
ritories and 2 Anglo-Indian members are
nominated by the President®.
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ethod of Election of the Members of Lok Sabha. The members of the
Lok Sabha are elected on the basis of :

Universal Adult ﬁﬂl}ﬂhisﬂj A citizen who has attained the age of 18 or
more years has the right to vote in the elections to the Lok Sabha,

Ab)\Joint Electorate System) The voters vote on the basiz of joint electorate
system which means that all the voters of a constituency vote for common candidates
and not on the basis of their allegiafice to different communities. The country i tivided
into TETTItoTTal CONSLTUencies and each constituency elecis one representative. However,
some constituencies are reserved for Scheduled Castes and Tribes, These are called
Reserved Qﬂn?&'éu&ngieg and from each of such constituency only candidates belonging
th seheduled castes or tribes, as the case may be, can contest elections. However, all the

voters exercise their franchise in a REﬂerv;rCnnstituencjr.

_i¢) Single Member Constituencies,/The whole country is divided into as many
electoral constituencies as is the number of the members of the Lok Sabha to be elected.
From each constituency one representative is elected.

_,4 he Constitufencies are Territorial ﬂﬂnstituenciaa.r) Thase are
geographically demarcated areas which are delimited by a Delimitation Commission,
Usually the population,of one constituency is between 5 lakh to 7.5 lakh.

Ael Secret BH“I:-PTI'!E members of the Lok Sabha are elected by seeret ballot and
no one knows who has voted in favour of which candidate. Now electronic voting
machines are used in the elections.

+ (ff Direct Election.}All the members of the Lok Sabha are directly elected by the
people. Any voter can cast his vote to elect any candidate of his choice from his
constituency. A candidate securing the largest number of votes from amongst all the
contestants from a constituency gets elected as the representative of the people of his
constituency. .

~Oualification for Membership. To contest an election for the Lok Sabha, a
person. must have the following qualifications :
(1) He must be a citizen of India. < &
(2} He must not be less rs of age. >
(3) He must not hold any office of profit under the Union or State Government.
(4] He should not hav ind.
{5} He should not be a bankrupt.

(6} He should not have been declar r of a grave erime by any court of

law. .
(7) He should possess all such qualificiations as may be prescribed by a law of the

1AM E
W%Wf the Lok Sabha is five years T'his term can be

extended for gne year during an emargenc};’but fresh elections to the Lok Sabha
must be held within six months of the end of emergency. The President can dissolve the
Lok Sabha before the expiry of its term as was done in 1977, 1979, 1991, 1997 1998,
1999 and 2004 (When elections to the Lok Sabha are held before the completion of the
full term of the previous Lok Sabha, these are HnmEtinS called mid-term—aleetions.
e —— .

However, each Lok Sabha is elected for a term of 5 years
V. Sessions. President can call the session of Parliament at any time but the gap

5'7"’-
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between two meetings of the Parliament cannot be of more than mx_ninxr}im.l}t mlzang
in one year a minimum of two meetings of the Lok Sabha are essential. The Fresident

has the power to summon or prorogue or dissolve the Lok Sabha.

?fQuurum. For a meeting of the Lok Sabha, the presence of atleast 1/10th I;tf its
tcltzﬁrnﬂzmbers iz ezzential. If 1/10th of the members are not _]JI‘EEIEI"IT- in a meeting of the
Lok Sabha, the Speaker of the House can adjourn the meeting for lack of quorum.

‘vﬁ.g:"trcsiding Officers of Lok Sabha ; the Speaker and Deputy Speaker,

The Sneaker 1 Chairman and the presiding officer of the Lok 3 . (The details
1ave been discussed ahead R

Approves and Signs the Bills —3——  Acts

Prasidant

(o

L H Fefurns the Bills for Reconssderation of the Pariiamem
ppar House

Unian Parliamant Lower Houses
Wiee-Prasident y
Ex-olliiar Chairman ~I.-
Dty Chabrman Speaksar
Commitess of i Deputy Speaker
- Rajya Sabha
Rajya Sabha 250 Mambars Lok Sabha
{Macmim) . 545 Membars
238 Eluctad Indiractly N Shafer e Masximum including 2
By State Lepislabve > UEHﬂIEII:J'-:EI-E'.I'EI 5 nominated Amglo-1ndian
Assomblies 12 Ordinary Bills members, S-yaar
Nerriinatad by ¥ Tanure, Directly Elected,
he F-'rt::l:lant.L Pegular, Mational
udsi-parmardeni, Less - : (] i
3 powerful House “There shall be a Parliament for the Union Emncﬁ;ﬁ:&ﬂadm
which shall consist of the Prosident and
1wo houses to be known respeclively as
The Council of Stales and The House of
the People” Arl. 79, l
Special ol Special Rols
1. Art. 249 the power io declars a Stata 1. Control ever Exacutive
sulbject as a subyect of national Importanca 2, Control over Finances
2. Art. 312 power relating to All India Services 3. Final Approval af
Emergancy Daclarations
> Equal Powers in respect of €—
(1] Qrdinarty Law-haking [2) Impeachment  (3) Amendmant of the Canet:
(4] Congideration of Reporls (3} Deliberation upon National iBEUES o DT

V1I1. Salary Pension of the MPs. Since 2001, sach MpP gets a salary of Rs.
12 000 per month, a daily allowance of Rs. 500 per day during the sessions, In addition
he gets a secretarial allowance of Rs. 40,000—Rs. 1,000 as constituency allowance and
TA at the rate of Es. 8 per km. The members retiring after completing 5-vear term
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(Minimum 4 years) get a monthly pension of Rs. 2500 and those retiring after having

served for more than 5 years get an additional amount of Rs. 250 per month for every
additional vear, .

Wpecial P"i"’ilegﬂﬂ-@he members of the Lok Sabha enjoy several privileses.
They enjoy unrestricted freedom to express their views in the House. No action ean b
taken azainst them for anything said by them in the House They cannet be detained for
any civil offence during and 40 days before and after the s€ssion, Their arrest in

criminal cases can be made only after the Speaker has btﬂn_infﬂrm.td_nfii:}

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE LOK SABHA

The Lok Sabha exercises Legislative, Executive, Financial, Judicial and
Amendment power :

. Legislative Powers{An ordinary bill can become a Jaw only after it has been
pasged by hoth the Houses of Parliament, It can be introduced either in the Lok SaGha
or in the Rajva Sabha. When it is passed by one House it is sent to the other Honse.
After it has secured the approval of both the Houses, it becomes a law after the
signatures of the President, Although ordinary bills can be introduced in either of The
two Houses of Parliament, yet almost 90% of the bills are introduced in the Lok Sabha

First these are passed by the Lok Sabha and then these go to the Rajya Sabha. In case
the Rajya Sabha rejects such a bill or returns it to the Lok Sabha with amendments. the
Lok Sabha reconsiders the ball, If the Lok Sabha repasses it and the Rajya Sabha 15 still
not_prepared fo pass it, a deadlock occurs, It this deadlock remains unresolved for six
months, the Pregident caWsittinE of the two Howses, The decision of the
Joint sitting is accepted by both the Houses. In a joint sitting, the Lok Sabha, becatse o
its larger membership, dominates the show. The joint sitting of Toth The Tonses s
presided over by the Speaker n”ﬁ]ﬁ Lok Sabha,) On 26 March 2002, o Jomt session of
Lok Babha and Rajya Sabhi was held for passing the POTO Bill. It had been passed by
the Lok Sabha but rejected by the Rajya Sabha, Consequently, the President decided to

call a joint session of the twa House. In this session the POTO Bill. was passed and it
came to be called POTA

u-ﬂiacutive Powers. Article 75
of Ministers shal)

() of the Constitution declares - “The Council
be collectively responsible to the House of the People.' Infact it is
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i of omission and commission. (The
responsible before the Lok Sabha for all its u::ie e arttr bl B

ministers remain in office so long as they ewjoy the Lok Sabha. The Lok Sabha can

Sabha The Prime Minister mostl elongs to —nee against them, Thus,

1 1 -confid
‘& the ministers from office by passing a vote of no-con
:l?:ﬂ;f: :ulw_ =ath of the Cabinet is decided by the Lok Sabha. The Lok Sabha makes

the Council of Ministers responsible to itself th_rﬂfJEh Yarioma mEt_hf?'i%E:l fﬂTtF;]“:mE]lfﬁb?
asking guesti on all matters of state a inigtration, b}""E_I'JEE.LEl%E = P 1'1?3
aduptz;d by them, by moving and adopting the II'-EEﬂ-lutmnjE_ Em{“ﬂmn ions like
adjonrnment motion, call attention motion, censure motion and no-conti e:ai{;e ﬂn;
and by rejecting the ordinary bhills and M the_ gvernment, e Lo

Sabha (5) rejects any poliey or decision of the Cabinet, or disapproves the budgei_; or
a bill of the Government, or (i) passes a vote of no-confidence agamlst ,thef IF'rlm:-:
Mimste?t is taken to be a vote of no-confidence against the entire Council of Ministers,

and it résigns en maosses.
L.-E"‘:. Financial Powers./ All money bills can be introduced only in the 1. k Sabha.
After being passed by it such A bill 3= sent to the Rajya Sabha. A Money Bill ¥

the Lok Sabha can be delayed by the Rajva Sabha for a maximum period of 14 days. If
the Rajya Sabha fails to pass a Money Bill and 14 days lapse from the date of the
submission of that Money Bill to the Rajva Sabha, it is deemed to have been passed by
both the Houses of Parliament and is sent to the head of the state for his signatures. In
case of any dispute as to whether a particular Bill 15 a Money Bill or not, the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha gives the decision. His decision is final and it cannot be challenged in a
court or even in the Rajva Sabha or the Lok Sabha, Thus, we ean say that the Lok
Sabha has the ﬁnnﬁmntmi over the finances of the Union. It is the real custodian of
the national purse.

¥ - r'i.--i-.. B i bel- e UL g, 'i.l |. ™ ! "
Eﬂi\iﬂ:\. T ) \ﬁfil;| l M, X as hm.l? 40 r:m}

O b o

w:'fJudicia] Powers. The I.nILIL Sabha performs several judicial functions also.
The impenchmeunt proceedings can be taken up apainst ident in either of the two
HE__'"!_P"""usawgnnP. Ot. The FPresident can be removed from office only by a
fesa]utmn adopted by both the Houses with 2/3rd majority of their members. It also
mvestigates the charges levied by the Rajya Sabha against the Vice-President of India
It_alonewith the members iva Sabha can pass a resolution for the remaoval
of an : udge of the Supreme Eu;rl; or of a State High Court, It can also joinile ass
A special _addresz fo the President for the removal of anmg i ﬁ.—&"
like the Attorney General, the Chief Election Commissioner, ;Ed};ﬁ?{iﬁ;tmﬂzfiiﬁ

Auditor General of India. It ean also take a discinl; : :
g : e plinary action against an ;
any citizen who is found by it guilty of committing a contempt ufg the Huu:;enmmhm .

4. Electoral Functions, The Lok Sabha also

: performs some electoral 1
Members of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha jointly elect the Vice-President -i:iﬂur?i?q-
The members of the Lok Sabha also elect a Speaker and a Deputy Spealkss From

ﬂmnnist themgelves.
- Amendment Power. Constitution Amendment Bill can be introduced in

either House of Parliament. However, it is consi

of F _ : 1sidered passed only whe
Houses pass it in 1F]anp:ni terms and in accordance with the |31"D1-’:;.FEiﬂl‘j3 nﬂ;} n;}h:i]-:
364 .:;r_ the Ennsmutmn: Ti.-'E Lok Sabha and the Rajva Sabha can together amend
all articles of the Constitution, with the exception  of the those which require
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Jongwith their approval, a special approval by atleast one-half of several State

Legislatures.
\Z—Approval of the Declaration of Emergency. EHEI_L@_EI_ELLQ_U_QII of
emergency by th ident has essentially to be got approved by bot Sabha
iod. In case the Lok Sabha stands

and the Rajya Sabha within a stipul
dissolved at the time of declaration of emergency, it has to be got approved by the Rajya

Sapha_ However, when the new Lok Sabha gets constituted, the emergency

»aid..
proclamation has to be got approved from it within 30 dags utherwme the declaration

gets revoked.
—

er powers of Lok Sabha. The Lok Sabha also performs several

ome -:Ezl;’//p
other functions : Approval of the ordinances issued by the President. \Lb')’jﬂhangm

the beundaries of the states, creation of new states and ¢hange in the name of a State.
Changing the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and the High Courts. 1y

Changing the qualifications for the memhmslups of the Parliament and State
and allowances of the members of Parliament,

Legi s. evising the salary anc
and e setting up of Joint Public Service Commission for two or more states. It can

also pass a resolution for abolishing or reconstituting the upper chamber of a State

legislature. _
e
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