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Strings

A special kind of array is an array of characters ending in the 
null character \0 called  string arrays

A string is declared as an array of characters
char s[10]
char p[30]

When declaring a string don’t forget to leave a space for the null 
character which is also known as the string terminator character
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C offers four main operations on 
strings

strcpy - copy one string into another
strcat - append one string onto the right side of the other
strcmp – compare alphabetic order of two strings 
strlen – return the length of a string

SNSCE/ AI&DS/ AP / Dr . N. RATHINA KUMAR



strcpy

strcpy(destinationstring, sourcestring)

Copies sourcestring into destinationstring

For example
strcpy(str, “hello world”); assigns “hello world” to the string str
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Example with strcpy

#include <stdio.h>
#include <string.h>

main()
{    
char x[] = “Example with strcpy”;
char y[25];
printf(“The string in array x is %s \n “, x);
strcpy(y,x);
printf(“The string in array y is %s \n “, y);

}
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strcat

strcat(destinationstring, sourcestring)

appends sourcestring to right hand side of destinationstring

For example if str had value “a big ”
strcat(str, “hello world”); appends “hello world” to the string 
“a big ” to get 
“ a big hello world”
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Example with strcat

#include <stdio.h>
#include <string.h>

main()
{    
char x[] = “Example with strcat”;

char y[]= “which stands for string concatenation”;
printf(“The string in array x is %s \n “, x);
strcat(x,y);
printf(“The string in array x is %s \n “, x);

}
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Thank You
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