COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONS OF STATE LEGISLATURE IN INDIAN
CONSTITUTION

The State Legislature in India plays a crucial role in the governance of the states, similar to
the Parliament at the national level. Here’s a detailed overview of its composition and
functions as outlined in the Indian Constitution.

Composition of the State Legislature

The State Legislature can be either bicameral or unicameral:
1. Bicameral Legislature

Some states have a two-house system, which consists of:

o Legislative Assembly (Vidhan Sabha):
o Itisthe lower house and typically has more members.
o Members are directly elected by the people through adult franchise.
o The tenure is generally five years, but it can be dissolved earlier.
e Legislative Council (Vidhan Parishad):
o This is the upper house and is not present in all states.
o Members are elected through various means, including elections by local
authority members, graduates, teachers, and appointments by the Governor.
o The tenure of a member is usually six years, with one-third of the members
retiring every two years.

2. Unicameral Legislature

« States with a unicameral legislature have only a Legislative Assembly (Vidhan
Sabha).

e The composition and elections are similar to those in the lower house of a bicameral
system.

Functions of the State Legislature
The functions of the State Legislature can be categorized into several key areas:
1. Legislative Functions

e Lawmaking: The primary function is to make laws on subjects enumerated in the
State List and the Concurrent List of the Constitution.

o Debates and Discussions: Members debate proposed legislation, providing scrutiny
and perspective on various issues affecting the state.

« Amendments: The legislature has the power to amend existing laws and introduce
new laws as per the needs of the state.



2. Financial Functions

Budget Approval: The State Legislature reviews and approves the annual budget
proposed by the government.

Money Bills: Money Bills can only be introduced in the Legislative Assembly, and
the Legislative Council can only make recommendations.

Taxation: The legislature has the power to impose taxes and manage the state’s
finances through legislative approval.

3. Control over the Executive

Confidence and Accountability: The government must maintain the confidence of
the Legislative Assembly. If it loses a no-confidence motion, the council of ministers
must resign.

Question Hour and Debates: Members can question the ministers about their work
and demand accountability through various questioning techniques during sessions.

4. Representation

Public Interests: The legislature represents the interests of the people, providing a
forum where their voices can be heard.

Local Issues: State legislators advocate for local issues affecting their constituencies
and work towards resolving them.

5. Constitutional and Ceremonial Functions

Elections of the President: The State Legislature participates in the election of the
President of India through the electoral college.

Ratification of Constitutional Amendments: Certain constitutional amendments
require the approval of the State Legislature.

Conclusion

The State Legislature is a vital component of the Indian democratic framework, ensuring that
the voice of the people is represented in governance. Its bicameral or unicameral structure,
coupled with a wide array of functions, enables it to effectively create laws, oversee the
executive, and manage financial resources, thereby playing a key role in the overall
development and administration of the state.
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