CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES IN INDIAN CONSTITUTION

The Constitution of India establishes several key constitutional bodies to ensure the smooth
functioning of the democratic framework. These bodies are integral to maintaining the rule of
law, upholding democracy, and ensuring accountability in governance. Here’s a detailed
overview of some of the major constitutional bodies in India:

1. Parliament of India

o Structure: Bicameral, consisting of the Lok Sabha (House of the People) and the
Rajya Sabha (Council of States).

e Functions: Legislative powers, budget approval, law-making, and representation of
the electorate.

2. President of India
« Position: The ceremonial head of state, elected by an electoral college.

e Functions: Assents to bills, appoints the Prime Minister, and other key officials,
represents India in international forums, and ensures the Constitution is upheld.

3. Prime Minister and Council of Ministers
e Prime Minister: The head of government, appointed by the President.

e Council of Ministers: A group that advises the President and executes the laws. They
are responsible for various government departments.

4. Election Commission of India
e Composition: A Chief Election Commissioner and two Election Commissioners.

e Functions: Conducting free and fair elections, overseeing the electoral process, and
ensuring adherence to election laws.

5. Supreme Court of India
e Position: The highest judicial forum and final court of appeal.

e Functions: Interprets the Constitution, protects fundamental rights, resolves disputes,
and acts as a guardian of the Constitution.

6. High Courts
e Position: The highest judicial authority at the state level.
e Functions: Appeals from lower courts, constitutional matters, and various legal issues
within their jurisdiction.

7. Finance Commission

o Composition: A body constituted every five years, comprising a chairman and other
members.



« Functions: Recommendations on the distribution of tax revenues between the central
and state governments.

8. Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)
o Composition: A chairman and other members appointed by the President.

e Functions: Conducting examinations for civil services, recruitment for central
services, and advising the government on matters related to service conditions.

9. State Public Service Commissions

e Functions: Similar to the UPSC but for state-level civil services. They conduct exams
and recruit personnel for state government positions.

10. National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC)
o Composition: A chairman and other members appointed by the President.

e Functions: Protecting and promoting the interests of Scheduled Castes, monitoring
implementation of safeguards, and advising the government.

11. National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST)

e Functions: Similar to the NCSC but focused on Scheduled Tribes, ensuring their
rights and interests are protected.

12. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)
o Composition: A chairman and other members, including those with legal and social
expertise.

e Functions: Investigating violations of human rights, promoting awareness, and
recommending measures for their protection.

13. Central Vigilance Commission (CVC)
o Composition: A chairperson and other members appointed by the President.
e Functions: Overseeing the vigilance activities of various central government agencies
and promoting integrity in public administration.

14. Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

e Functions: Regulating the securities market, protecting investors' interests, and
promoting the development of the securities market.

15. Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

e Functions: The central bank responsible for regulating the monetary policy,
managing foreign exchange, and overseeing the banking system.
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