
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNOR INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

The Governor of an Indian state serves as the constitutional head of the state, functioning 

within the framework of the Indian Constitution. Here’s a detailed overview of the powers 

and functions of the Governor: 

1. Executive Powers 

 Appointment of Ministers: The Governor appoints the Chief Minister and, on their 

advice, the other ministers of the state. 

 Administration of the State: The Governor has the power to administer the state and 

exercise control over the state machinery. 

 Appointment of Officials: The Governor appoints key officials, including the 

Advocate General, the State Election Commissioner, and members of the State Public 

Service Commission. 

2. Legislative Powers 

 Summoning and Proroguing Sessions: The Governor summons and prorogues the 

sessions of the state legislature and can dissolve the Legislative Assembly. 

 Addressing the Legislature: At the beginning of the first session after each general 

election and the first session of each year, the Governor addresses both Houses of the 

legislature. 

 Assent to Bills: The Governor can give assent to bills passed by the legislature, 

withhold assent, or return the bill (if it is not a money bill) for reconsideration. 

 Ordinance Making Power: When the legislature is not in session, the Governor can 

promulgate ordinances that have the same force as laws, subject to ratification by the 

legislature. 

3. Financial Powers 

 Recommendation for Money Bills: A Money Bill can only be introduced in the state 

legislature with the Governor's recommendation. 

 Annual Financial Statement: The Governor lays the annual budget before the state 

legislature. 

4. Judicial Powers 

 Pardoning Powers: The Governor has the authority to grant pardons, reprieves, 

respites, or remissions of punishment under Article 161 of the Constitution. 

 Appointment of Judges: The Governor appoints judges of the High Court in 

consultation with the Chief Justice of the High Court. 

5. Emergency Powers 

 President's Rule: Under Article 356, if the Governor believes that the governance in 

the state cannot be carried out according to the Constitution, they can recommend the 

imposition of President’s Rule. 



 National Emergency: Under Article 352, during a national emergency, the 

Governor's powers can be expanded as per the directives of the President. 

6. Discretionary Powers 

 Appointment of Chief Minister: In a situation where no party has a clear majority, 

the Governor can exercise discretion to appoint a Chief Minister. 

 Dissolution of the Assembly: The Governor can dissolve the Legislative Assembly if 

they believe that the assembly has lost the confidence of the majority. 

7. Miscellaneous Functions 

 Role in Local Bodies: The Governor plays a role in the administration of local bodies 

and appoints certain officials to these bodies. 

 Constitutional Safeguard: The Governor ensures that the Constitution is upheld in 

the state and acts as a bridge between the state and the central government. 

Conclusion 

The Governor's role is pivotal in maintaining the constitutional framework within the state, 

ensuring that democracy functions smoothly while also balancing the interests of the central 

government and the state government. The powers vested in the Governor are significant but 

are often exercised based on the advice of the council of ministers, reflecting the 

parliamentary democracy of India. 
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