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The Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights (PPVFR) Act, 2001

•Enacted to protect plant varieties and the rights of farmers and plant 
breeders
•Ensures benefit sharing and recognition of traditional farmers' 
contributions
•Provides Farmers’ Rights, Breeders' Rights, and Researchers' Rights
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Key Features of the PPVFR Act

•Farmers' Rights: Right to save, use, exchange, and sell farm-saved seeds
•Breeders' Rights: Exclusive rights to produce, sell, and distribute 
registered plant varieties
•Researchers' Rights: Right to use protected varieties for research and 
breeding
•Protection against biopiracy and unauthorized seed commercialization
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Eligibility and Implementation of PPVFR Act

•Protection granted to new, extant, and farmers' varieties
•Plant varieties must meet novelty, distinctiveness, uniformity, and 
stability (NDUS) criteria
•Registration authority: Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' Rights 
Authority (PPVFRA)
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Challenges in TK, Forest Rights, and Farmers' Rights Protection

•Lack of legal harmonization
•Difficulties in defining ownership
•Documentation vs. oral traditions
•Ensuring equitable benefit sharing
•Implementation challenges in FRA, 2006 and PPVFR Act, 2001
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Case Studies

•Neem patent case (India)
•Basmati rice controversy
•Hoodia plant and San community (South Africa)
•Forest Rights implementation challenges in India
•Farmers’ Rights case studies under PPVFR Act

Future Directions

•Strengthening international cooperation
•Developing sui generis (customized) protection systems
•Role of digital tools in TK, forest rights, and farmers' rights preservation
•Raising awareness and capacity-building efforts
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Any Query????

Thank you…… 
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